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MDC MAKES ENTERPRISE-WIDE IP MANAGEMENT EASIER WITH NEW WEB-BASED FUNCTIONALITY

IPMaster 1.7 software enhancements increase collaboration between IP owners/practitioners 

and extend access to portfolio and docket information across the organization  

SOUTHFIELD, MI – 08 November 2004 – MDC, also known as Master Data Center (www.mdcip.com), the industry’s leading provider of IP management software and patent annuity and trademark renewal payment services, announced today the release of IPMaster 1.7, the latest version of its intellectual property software that enables the secure sharing of and collaboration over IP data with as many users and outside agents/counsel as desired, regardless of geographic location.

“Many clients, law firms and corporations alike, have asked for increased web functionality to securely extend IP portfolio access to individuals, internally and externally, who need it,” said Phil Henderson, MDC’s CIO and Vice President.  “I’m pleased to say this access is now possible with the browser-based IPMaster 1.7.  Clients benefit from increased efficiencies, reduced costs, improved decision making, and time savings as a result of the software improvements in this release.”

With IPMaster 1.7, users can query, browse, review, edit, print, and enter data into their docket from anywhere around the world, as long as they have access to the Internet.  Certain administrative functions, such as automatic updates, expense uploads, and annuity extracts, are also possible with this software version.  

IPMaster 1.7 also has powerful record-searching capabilities that let users run a host of different searches via the web client, in addition to personalizing queries by user and incorporating wild-card and multiple-field searches across all IPMaster modules.  Any customizations or functionality changes implemented in earlier IPMaster versions are automatically mapped to the new release.

MDC’s historically-comprehensive, world-class Rules database is likewise accessible from IPMaster 1.7.  All date calculations and capabilities are the same in 1.7 as in previous versions, with the information carried over to allow users to continue their work without interruption.  Reports inherent in IPMaster are also included in this release, and they continue to support Microsoft Access and Crystal Reports so users can customize the data as they deem necessary.  

The open architecture of IPMaster 1.7 is easily supported by IT staff.  It can run on either a Microsoft SQL Server or Oracle database and offers data accessibility via a wide variety of commercially acceptable tools, such as Microsoft Access, Microsoft Query, and Crystal Reports.  Since the majority of IP-related functions can be performed via the Internet, the dependency on a Citrix application server or Windows Terminal Server is also significantly reduced, and in some cases may be completely eliminated.

“In an increasingly competitive marketplace, we retain our leading-edge status by continually enhancing our software and services to meet client needs,” said Alexander Butler, MDC’s Vice President of Sales and Marketing.  “The release of 1.7 enables enterprise-wide IP management and the convenience of secure collaboration with important external agents and counsel.  This is the pre-cursor to our next major software upgrade, IPMaster 2.0, scheduled for release in 2005, which will provide even more mechanisms for clients to seamlessly integrate their IP management with other enterprise systems.”  
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In addition to its software, MDC is the world’s largest and only publicly-listed IP payment service provider for patents, trademarks and designs, managing over 400,000 payments globally in 2004.  Many clients utilize MDC’s IP management software in addition to outsourcing their payments to MDC, benefiting from MDC’s volume discounts, accurate/timely tracking, and the leveraging of historical Rule data.

For more information on IPMaster and other MDC services, please email info@mdcip.com or call +1.248.936.3737.

About MDC

MDC (Master Data Center, www.mdcip.com) is the world’s leading provider of intelligent IP management solutions, specializing in patent annuities, trademark renewals, IP management software, and training and education services. Founded in 1971, MDC is the largest patent annuity payment and trademark renewal provider in the United States, servicing over 900 corporations and law firms, including many Fortune 500 and Global 500 companies.

MDC is an Information Holdings Inc. company (NYSE: IHI) and is part of its intellectual property and information services group, along with sister-company MicroPatent, a full-service patent and trademark information and analysis company (www.micropat.com). MDC is headquartered in Southfield, Michigan and has regional representation throughout the United States, London, England, and Freiberg, Germany.

About Information Holdings Inc.

Information Holdings Inc. is a leading provider of information products and services to scientific, technical, medical, and intellectual property markets. Through its data businesses, which include MDC, MicroPatent, and Liquent, the Company provides a broad array of content, information products, and complementary services for intellectual property and regulatory professionals. The Company is recognized as a leading provider of intellectual property information over the internet.

Information Holdings is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol IHI.
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